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that it is prudent to charter a large
boat before takingthe big step into

owning one. This West Coast couple
took this concept one step further. search

by Mark T. Masciarotte
photography by Meil Rabinowitz
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=== s e - few years ago, the owners of Tuko decided it was
time to bring a lifelong dream to fruition.

"We've never had any interest in building a house,” the husband =aid, "but we ( : L I l I IL

have always wanted to build a boat.” N L\\ IL.’K’ L] LI

Click on the Spec tab at top to see complete list of resources.
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The couple had owned several boats over the last two decades, but before
committing to a new build, they wanted to get a feel for the product. So, rather

than taking the usual course and chartering, they found a 75-foot West Bay on the
brokerage market and bought her.

J . featured
"We wanted to see whether these West Bays were Eﬁm advertisements
everything they were made out to be,” explained the e
husband, who went on to say that the experience was =0
good that it resulted in a contract to build their new, highly
customized 92-foot yvachtfizher. (Click image to enlarge)
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Tuko - the word literally means "sea cancoe” in the Mative
American Tlingit language - is used for fishing and diving,
which makes the cockpit a valuable asset, especially for the type of cruising that

the couple anticipates. Beautifully Crafted
Custom Stairways

"We've been spending our summers in British Columbia for almost twenty-five
vears," the husband =aid. "&And, of course, when I was working, we were limited to
just two or three weeks a year. So, the year before last, on the seventy-five-foot
boat, we took off and were gone a little more than three months. We'd been
waiting a long time [to do a trip like that].

"Our plans are to take the new boat to Alaska, then down the West Coast [to
Central America] next fall. We have two giant lazarette hatches, so I can stow all Luxury & Opulence
my crab traps, shrimp pots and fishing gear. We alzo installed an extra-wide,
ventilated swim grid, and there’s a crab jail in it to keep my Dungeness crabs
alive."”

Tuko also stands apart from other West Bays in terms of décor and arrangement.
Waorking with Tom Bakker, West Bay's in-house designer, the wife created an
interior that showcases the couple’s extensive collection of Pacific Northwest
coastal Indian art. She integrated varicus works - totems, baskets, masks and Premier K-9 training
other objects - into the design while employing neutral tones in the joinery and Facility
zoftgoods to allow the artwork to take center stage.

#® Tlingit wood carvings, including totems and the masks =een
in the salon (top), usually depict the animals that symbalize
W the 14 groups within the tribe. Yellow and red cedar were ;
prized for totems, cottonwood for small canoes, spruce for -

M baskets. West Bay's Tom Bakker helped the owners The Pearl-Qatar
= zeamlessly integrate these elements into their light, grained

joinery and earthy background palette to create a serene View All Online Ads
and individualized interiar. (Click images to enlarge)

"I had wery strong opinions on what I wanted the décor to
be,” eshe noted, "and ocne of the things that became very
obvious to us when we had our first meeting with West Bay
was that they were perfectly comfortable in letting me do
that.

"Mot having ever built a boat before, I wasn't sure how they'd feel about that, but
they helped in any way they could and really gave me free reign. Working with
[Bakker] was a wonderful experience. He's a delight. They never zaid no; they'd
zay, "'Well, let's zee how we can make that happen.™

Her husband went on to describe their extensive input into the interior layout as
well. "We [rearranged] the whole boat to get all three cabins ensuite, and that
required a fairly significant amount of customization in the sleeping
accommodation.

"The thing that makes the boat special is that she’s not an everyday West Bay.
With the art aboard, it's almaost like we're taking a little chapel along when we go
north." And, he adds, "We're now at a point in our lives where we have the time
and the good health to go out and do these things, and this wonderful boat is going
to help us get it done.”

West Bay SonShip at 604-946-6226. wwaw. west-bay.com
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